[Diphtheria, an imported disease].
A comparative analysis of 4256 persons living in the Federal Republic of Germany and 4751 applicants for asylum in the FRG allows the conclusion that in the FRG diphtheria is caused by imported toxinogenic strains, originating mostly from developing countries. Since 1975 a total of 109 cases have been observed, 22 ending in death. Such severe cases can be avoided by systematic revaccination even of adults.